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BOOK REVIEWS 

The Diplomatic Protection of Citizens Abroad. By Edwin M. 
Borchard. Published by The Banks Law Publishing Co., New 
York. 1915. Pp. 988. 

Perhaps never before has this subject of diplomatic protection 
of citizens abroad received such widespread attention as at the 
present crisis in world affairs. For long months — too long in 
the minds of many — our President has striven through diplomatic 
channels to obtain that recognition of the rights of our citizens 
which international usage has hitherto granted. His long and 
patient attempt has resulted in failure. Diplomatic relations 
have been broken off; before this review appears we may have 
adopted the ultimate resource of armed force. Whatever may 
be the outcome, with the arrival of peace, diplomatic channels 
will again be open. The numerous claims which will arise for 
settlement will call into play many of the principles so clearly set 
forth in this book. No lawyer who intends to take part in this 
growing branch of the law can afford to be without this recent 
and notable contribution to the literature on this subject. Not 
only in the future, but now, is it an essential part of the educa- 
tion of the legal fraternity to know something of the nature, 
objects, and limitations of diplomatic protection. 

To enumerate the subjects covered by this book would require 
more space than is at our disposal. Suffice it to say that here 
one will find a thorough and exhaustive treatment of the rela- 
tions between the state and its citizen abroad, between the alien 
and the state of residence, and between the two states concerned. 
The quality of the book is vouched for by the high professional 
standing of its author, who is well known as an expert on 
international law, a member of the North Atlantic Coast Fisheries 
Arbitration at the Hague, former Assistant Solicitor of the 
Department of State and recently appointed Professor of Law at 
the Yale School of Law. The volume is written in an unusually 
clear and attractive style, its topical analysis is excellent, and 
the citations of authority are of the greatest variety and almost 
countless in number. An appendix of sixty-two pages contains 
a most extensive bibliography of the treatises and source-books 
of forty-seven different nations, classified topically in each case. 
The whole work bears witness to great industry and to pains- 
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taking care, and on every page supplies the reader with the 
materials for verification, criticism, and further research. 

In producing this book in which the principles governing the 
status of citizens abroad are so clearly and comprehensively dis- 
cussed, Dr. Borchard rendered a valuable service to the 
advancement of the science of international law. 

W. W. Gager. 



The Elements of International Law, with an Account of its 
Origin, Sources, and Historical Development. By George B. 
Davis. Fourth edition revised by Gordon E. Sherman. Pub- 
lished by Harper & Bro., New York and London. 1916. 
Pp. 668. 

This is the fourth edition of a text-book first published in 
1889, by a man who, as Judge-Advocate-General of the Army, 
had a considerable experience in the practical application of 
international law and, in particular, the law of war on land. 
As the book was not written for lawyers, it would not be fair to 
judge it from the lawyer's point of view. It is well written, but 
in many of its chapters is so general in its statements, that the 
lawyer cannot profitably use the book. The chapter on national 
character has apparently not taken into consideration the import- 
ant federal statutes of June 27, 1906 and March 2, 1907, nor the 
important circular of the Department of State of July 26, 1910, 
with respect to the effect of long-continued residence abroad on 
the status of native citizens. The Act of 1907 also furnishes 
new statutory criteria, of which the book apparently takes no 
account, for the loss of citizenship by naturalized citizens. 

The editor of this edition undoubtedly must have found it 
difficult to bring up to date a book written for another day. 
Perhaps the best that was possible, was to add some notes and 
to print in extensive appendices (pp. 503-639) the more recent 
international documents of importance, such as the Geneva 
Convention, the Hague Conventions, with their tables of ratifica- 
tions, the Declaration of London — whose hopeful promises for 
neutral rights in the conduct of naval war were soon frustrated 
by the principal naval belligerent in the present war — and other 
documents and editor's notes of current interest. On the ques- 
tion of merchant vessels armed for defence (p. 601) the learned 
editor cites certain extracts from the case of The Nereide (181 5) 



